
POLARITIES 
 
 

The programme of Homesession, which began in 2007, includes, and has done from the 
beginning, an artist’s residency, to which grants for the production of exhibition projects 
and artistic research were added in 2010. More than 75 artists have been able to benefit 
from this support. This labour has always been carried out in dialogue with the local and 
national context, in the endeavour to lend visibility to young and up and coming artists, 
although not exclusively. We are conscious that the start of a career is a key moment for 
an artist, for the formation of their practice as much as for their relations with other 
artists and actors within the cultural world. The teaching of art in higher education in 
Spain is traditionally far removed from the reality of artistic practices even though 
initiatives of different pedagogic teams have procured to bring them closer. The systems 
of production, research, the institutional context, galleries, the art market, and how open 
calls function continue to be unknown or unfamiliar territory for many students and 
young artists, although initiatives of different pedagogic teams have procured to bring 
them closer. For this reason, Homesession wanted to launch a programme that would 
establish a dialogue between the ambit of academic training and the professional art 
scene, through different activities of mediation involving the artists carrying out 
residencies or projects within the annual programme of Homesession. The main aim lies 
in the possibility for Fine Art students to interrelate and learn from the practice and 
trajectory of artists further on in their careers but also to collaborate with them within the 
framework of projects or specific workshops. 
 

The realisation of the first pilot year has been possible thanks to the close collaboration of 
the research group “Art. Professió i Docència (Art. Profession and Teaching)”, composed 
of the lecturers in Fine Art; Jordi Morell, Òscar Padilla, Joaquim Cantalozella, Joan 
Descarga, Núria Gual, Marta Negre, and Àlex Nogué. This is the context in which the 
programme Polarities arose. Thanks to the collaboration established between the group of 
academics at the University of Barcelona and Homesession, it has been possible to 
elaborate a programme that combines collective work around different artistic practices 
and raises awareness about the theoretical concepts investigated by the artists involved. 
In a year-long itinerary that articulates conferences, studio visits, and workshops in small 
groups, the artists and students interrelate and work together, enriching their own 
research on both a theoretical and practical level.  The informal discussions and the 
working groups in this way enable students to advance in the reflections that sustain their 
personal projects as well as in their apprehension of the professional context.  The 
present publication recompiles all the activities realised in the Polarities programme, 
during 2015 and 2016. 
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1. Noun. Physics. A property physical agents have to accumulate at the poles of a body 
and polarise.   

2. Noun. A condition that has the properties or potential for opposition, in contrasting 
parts or directions, like the poles.   

3. Noun. Grammar. A semantic feature of a grammatical element, that calls for an 
affirmative or negative context.  


